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been given to understand that if she would exercise patience she would
be permitted in due time to occupy Tripoli. France had said so
when she took Tunis, and Britain when she decided to remain in
Egypt. In the last treaty of the Triple Alliance, Germany and Austria
had promised their active support to Italian policy in North Africa
which could only mean Tripoli. It was all that remained of the
North African coast, now that France held Morocco, Tunis and
Algiers, and Britain Egypt. But, whenever Italy broached the subject,
all had said wait for a convenient season, which was. never now. In
the summer of 1911 she decided to wait no longer and went to work
in the way usual in dealing with the Turks, complaining of hardships
and grievances suffered by Italian subjects, and after a short interval
of ill-tempered sparring, presented an ultimatum which peremptorily
demanded the occupation of Tripoli.
The German Emperor who, as in the case of Bosnia-Herzegovina,
was the last to be informed of the intentions of his Ally, was very-
angry, and for a few hours talked in a heated way of a Continental
League to stop Italy and be even with Great Britain, whom he wrongly
supposed to have incited the Italians. His Ministers reminded him
that he too was pledged to support Italian policy in North Africa,
and he was perforce compelled to accept the accomplished fact. It
was, nevertheless, another heavy blow to his favourite policy of
friendship with the Turk, and he complained bitterly that both his
Allies had in the space of three years acted in total disregard of his
cherished policy of German-Turkish co-operation.
The other Governments had by this time cooled in their sympathy
with the Turks. In England, Grey was disillusioned with the new
Turkish regime, which after three years seemed as incapable as the
old of restoring order and instituting reforms, and he had no locus
standi for intervening, such as the infraction by Austria of the Treaty
of Berlin had given him in the affair of Bosnia-Herzegovina. Italy
was within her right if she chose to declare, war on Turkey, and in
view of their own records none of her neighbours was in a position
to throw stones at her. All decided to look on, but there were many
anxious and some angry spectators of her action. The irrepressible
Conrad von Hotzendorf, Chief of the Austrian General.Staff, was of
opinion that his Government should seize the- moment when she was
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